
All Things New Youth Group (based on 1 

Corinthians 5:17, "Therefore if anyone is in 

Christ he is a new creation, the old is gone 

the new has come)   Any student in grades 7 

through 12 is invited to join All Things New 

each Wednesday from 6 to 8 pm in the ATN 

Cafe' for hanging out, enjoying snacks, chatting 

and drawing closer to our Lord through 

devotions, discussion and prayer. We always 

have a great time. Hope you can join us on 

March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31.  

 

Serving our Church: On the 2nd Wednesday of 

each month, the Service Club from the High 

School and Middle School under the direction 

of Ann Young, will be in charge of the duties 

that make up the Wednesday dinners. We are 

encouraging our youth to use this as an 

opportunity to assist them and to establish new 

friendships. We appreciate their willingness to 

serve at our church. Let's support them in any 

way we can. We will be serving on March 10, 

3:30 to 6:00. The soup kitchen will be serving 

dinner every 2, 4, an 5th of each month. If you 

read this news, come to ATN to get a $5 Sheetz 

gift card. 

 

SOUP SALE: We want to thank all of you that 

supported the Souper Boul Soup sale. What a 

blessing to receive $634.00 that will be sent to 

Compassion International to help the recent 

Haiti earthquake victims.   

 

We are so excited to present our new 

Upcoming Event, ALIVE Festival.  Alive10 is so 

much more than a music festival! When coming 

to Alive in Atwood Lake Park, 

we will enjoy a large variety 

of recreational options, 

including swimming, 

camping, hiking, 

basketball, volleyball, 

boating rentals, fishing, 

an 18-hole golf 

course, the  Alive Sports 

Zone, and more! The Alive Festival has 

continued its initial mission to bring individuals 

together from various churches, denominations 

and backgrounds to enjoy four days of music, 

worship, teaching, camping, swimming, and 

recreational fun! For many, Alive has become 

an annual summer destination, and it truly is a 

great time of fellowship and celebration of the 

truth of Jesus being ALIVE! Alive not only 

provides the opportunity to experience great 

music and teaching, but it also offers the 

opportunity to be challenged to seek a deeper 

walk with Christ.  It will be an exciting time of 

renewal and encouragement . Over 50 artists 

and speakers will help us enter this challenging, 

yet exciting time of revival for our group. Weõd 

like to encourage you to make this yearõs 

festival a life-changing experience for someone. 

Please invite a friend from your school, a 

neighbor, or a family member to attend to not 

only have a great vacation with you, but also 

hear about the most important relationship they 

can have.-a relationship with God!   Jesus is 

real, risen and ALIVE!  plan to attend Alive 

Festival, June 21 to 27. Reserve your spot at 

ATN. 
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February 2010 Lent and Easter     By Rev. Daniel Benedict 

Connecting Worship and Daily Living in Lent 

 

Lent is a time of preparation for the initiation of people into the Christian life in baptism. 

It is also a time for the church to journey together toward Easter and the reaffirmation of 

the baptismal covenant. Lent is not about being miserable, sad, and funereal in anticipa-

tion of Good Friday. The Sundays of Lent are not part of the forty days of Lent and so 

remain "little Easters," as are all Sundays. Fasting and giving up something can be part of 

Lenten disciplines, but so can taking on some things. How does your church help seek-

ers and members to connect worship and daily growth in spiritual, relational, emotional, 

and bodily fitness? 

The following is a resource that you might use as a model for inviting the congregation 

to take an inward and outward journey. Adapt it according to what your church and 

community offer. Include it in your worship bulletin on Ash Wednesday and on the First 

Sunday in Lent. Keep extra copies in the literature rack for people who miss those times 

of worship. "My Preparation for Easter" is based on an actual piece developed by a 

church I served in Chula Vista, California. 

 

My Preparation for Easter 

Lent is a time to prepare for Easter. It is a necessary prelude. The death and resurrection 

of Christ are true whether or not I prepare for Easter. However, without my heart and 

life being ready, I may not experience the depth and power of Christ's death and resur-

rection. So with my brothers and sisters, I commit myself to disciplines for conversion 

from sin and death to love and life in Jesus Christ. With the aid of the list below, I make 

the following commitments to discipline and growth for the next six weeks:   

 

(Check the ones you desire or feel prompted to do; circle the ones you then decide to do.) 
 

Inward and Personal Disciplines 

___ Spend time in solitude each day. 

___ Share in the Lenten Series on Sunday evenings. 

___ Read a book for inner growth. 

___ Read twice through the Gospel of the lectionary cycle you are in. (Matthew in 2002, 

  2005, 2008; Mark in 2003, 2006, 2009; Luke in 2004, 2007, 2010) 

___ Begin to keep a journal of prayer concerns, questions, reading. 

___ Focus on thanksgiving, rather than on asking, in prayer. 

___ Give myself a gift of three hours to do something I always say I don't have time          

  to do. 

___ Find a way to go to bed earlier or sleep in so I get enough rest. 

___ Make a list of people with whom I need to be reconciled. Pray for them and let   

  Jesus guide me in my thinking and feeling toward them. 

___ Take control of my life by ______________. 

http://www.alive.org/sportszone.aspx
http://www.alive.org/sportszone.aspx
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___ Go to all of the Holy Week services as an act of love and waiting with Jesus. 

___ Take one hour to inventory my priorities and plan how I will reorder them. 

___ Give up a grudge or a rehearsal of a past event. 

___ Forgive someone who has hurt me. 

___ Dance my prayers to a favorite tape or CD. 

___ Use The Sanctuary for Lent (available from Cokesbury). 

___ Other promptings: 

 

Outward and Social Disciplines 

___ Take on some loving task: 

___ Plan to visit a "shut-in" neighbor or church member weekly. 

___ Write a letter of affirmation once a week to a person who has touched my life. 

___ Go on the Women's Retreat (dates ________) 

___ Listen and respond to Christ's call to a ministry of service: 

___ Go to coffee or dinner with someone I want to know better. 

___ Begin to recycle waste from my home and workplace. 

___ Give blood and recall the cross. 

___ Call the AIDS project and ask how I can help. 

___ Say "NO" to something that is a waste of money and time. 

___ Pray to God to help me resist racial prejudice and to give me courage in opposing it. 

___ Decide to become a member of the church and speak to a pastor or lay leader. 

___ Rebuke the spirit of criticism and my own tongue out of control. 

___ Find a way to live out the baptismal promise to "resist evil, injustice, and oppression" in the power  

  and liberty God gives us by ___________________ 

___ Other outward and social promptings: 

 

As a way of being accountable, I will either: 

___ Share my intentions for Lent with my Covenant Discipleship group at its next meeting, or 

___ Share my plan with at least one other person and share with that person my experience of Lent     

  during Holy Week. 

 

(signed) __________________________________________      (date) _________________________ 

Keep this for reference during the coming weeks. 

 
(The preceding was taken from umc.org) 
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 SONNY -DAYS  $ SONNY -DAYS    SONNY -DAYS  $ SONNY -DAYS   SONNY -DAYS  $ 

During the month of February Bible lessons at 

Sonny Days Preschool focused on Jesus' love 

for us and how He knows what we need and 

He keeps us safe.  These lessons were very 

important to the preschool children since 

they have so many fears and questions at 

their age.  The Bible verse was, Jesus said, 

....."Feed my la-a-ambs."  John 21:15.  We 

learned the story about the good shepherd 

and his lost sheep.  The children had some 

difficulty at first understanding that we are 

like sheep and Jesus is our "Good 

Shepherd".   

The first day in Feb-

ruary we celebrated 

"Hibernation 

Day".  This in-

volved everyone 

coming to school 

in their pajamas 

and slippers and learning about animals that 

hibernate.  Wednesday, February 10 was 

supposed to be a very special day for us.  We 

were scheduled to travel to the Italian Oven 

on the ATA bus to make and eat our own 

pizzas, but the BIG snowstorm happened 

on that day so school was cancelled and we 

had to reschedule.  Since it was Dental 

Health Month, we enjoyed a visit from 

Justin, at Dr. Cole's office to teach us about 

teeth health.  All classes celebrated Valen-

tine's Day with a party and a Valentine ex-

change.  At the end of the month, Carey 

Huber, the Parker Dam Naturalist visited 

us to teach us about animals that hiber-

nate.   

Wow, that WAS a 

busy month!  We 

have more excit-

ing things planned 

for March and 

April as 

we anticipate Easter and Read Across 

America month.  Please continue to 

keep your preschool in prayer!   
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  "I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty  

    to accomplish humble tasks as though they were great and noble. 

 

  The world is moved along, not only by the mighty shoves of its heroes,  

    but also by the aggregate of the tiny pushes of each honest worker." 
 

~Helen Keller~ 
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     2009     2008 

     

INCOME     

CONTRIBUTIONS   $197,744.82   $203,077.49  

RENT CONTRIBUTIONS   $    6,025.00   $    7,230.00  

INVESTMENT INCOME   $    3,923.23   $    1,500.61  

TRANSFERS FROM OTHER FUNDS  $  21,722.21   $  14,368.94  

     

TOTAL INCOME   $229,415.26   $226,177.04  

     

EXPENSES     

WORSHIP    $    5,836.21   $    7,523.34  

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP   $    4,231.26   $    4,384.43  

FAMILY CAMP-FINDLEY   $    1,968.65   $      361.54  

LOCAL MISSIONS   $      187.40   $    1,930.55  

STAFF SALARIES & BENEFITS  $142,351.15   $128,645.59  

OPERATING & MAINTENANCE  $  53,614.20   $  53,259.59  

CONFERENCE MISSION SHARE  $  31,473.00   $  29,988.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES   $239,661.87   $226,093.04  

     

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES ($10,246.61) $84.00  

     

First United Methodist Church 
Income and Expense Statement  (UNAUDITED)  

 

GENERAL FUND   For The Year Ended December 31,  2009 

Following are the 2009 financial results for the General Fund compared to 2008.  2009 was a challeng-

ing year in that contributions fell below the prior year, which is a trend we have been experiencing for 

the last few years.  This shortfall was offset by increased transfers from other funds.  Expense control was 

good, but expenses continue to rise for maintaining current programs and facilities.  Thus, for the first 

time in many years we experienced a significant shortfall of $10,247 due to expenses exceeding in-

come.  Please continue to pray for the financial future of First Church. 

First Church Financial News:First Church Financial News:First Church Financial News:   GreetersGreetersGreeters   
 7 Bill & Mitzi Reay 

14 Julia & Tom Allshouse 

21 Cindy & Chuck Reese 

28 Janelle Reay & Imogene Jones 

NurseryNurseryNursery   
 7 Abigail Miller 

14 Jennifer Hamilton 

21 Amy McKee 

28 Barb Brown 

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries   
Jon & Jean Cole March 25 

Ushers Ushers Ushers    
 

Tom Allshouse 

Tom Hockman 

Jay London 

Ed Reich 

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytes   
 7 Nathan Miller & Zach Roush 

14 Emily Chambers 

21 Aaron DePue 

28 Dalton Fowler 
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The Red Faced Usher 

When an elderly woman asked a church usher to seat her close to the 

pulpit, he tried to talk her out of it. òIf you sit up front, you wonõt be 

able to sleep,ó he said.  

The woman looked the usher square in the face and asked,             

òDo you know who I am?ó  

òNo, I donõt,ó he responded.  

òWell,ó she said firmly, òIõm the preacherõs mother.ó  

Fully embarrassed, the usher asked, òDo you know who I am?ó  

òNo,ó she answered.  

òGood!ó whispered the fellow. òSit anywhere you want.ó 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
   

2   Bonnie Mamula 

3   Adam Penhollow 

3   Gary Gilbert 

4   Joan Gilbert 

4   Dale Groves 

4   Hays Chambers 

5   Leon Crawford 

5   Tammi Adamson 

5   Nick Sloff 

6   Melanie Slagle 

6   Sarah Crissman 

10  Kim Yoder 

10  Eric Yoder 

10  Penny Reasinger 

12  Jean Simpson 

14  Randi Yohe 

14  Barry Smith  

15  Diane Lucas 

16  David Barclay 

16  Danielle Brown 

16  Hannah Martino 

16  Haley Martino 

16  Perry Reasinger 

18  Don Pifer 

18  Rev Claude Hunsberger 

19  Philip Pifer 

21  Connie Doverspike 

23  Dustan Dodd 

 

 

23  James Miller 

24  Stacy Reay 

24  Randy Yohe 

25  Karin Dodd 

26  Rev Ray Beal 

27  Daniel Crissman 

27  David Allshouse 

27  Dr. William Hill  

27  Avalyn Skidmore 

29  Tom Kurts 

29  Gail Crissman 

31  Helen Reich 

31  Carrie Wakinekona 
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Though Waters Roar  By: Lynn Austin 

 

Harriet Sherwood longs to follow in 

her grandmotherõs footsteps as a 

champion for social justice, but Har-

riet didnõt plan on ending up incar-

cerated. She spends her jail time 

recalling the histories of her great-

grandmother Hannah, Grandma 

Bebe and her mother, Lucy, each of 

whom faced struggles and spiritual questions as they 

found ways to fight: Hannah participated in the Un-

derground Railroad, Bebe fought demon rum, and 

Lucy fought for a womanõs right to vote. Austin 

weaves their stories through Harrietõs memories, cre-

ating well-honed characters before finally bringing 

Harriet to a place of understanding. 

 

Beyond the Night  By: Marlo Schalesky 

 

Maddie Foster is blind, but she never 

wanted pity---especially from Paul 

Tilden. Paul enjoyed his friendship 

with Maddie---but questioned his own 

judgment when he fell in love. Now 

Maddie lies unconscious in a hospital 

bed and her husband is left alone to 

recall their courtship---and await the 

final mystery in God's plan! 

 

A Cousin's Challenge, Indiana Cousins Series #3 

By: Wanda E. Brunstetter  

 

Kumme back to Amish country, where sign language 

tutor Jolene Yoder finds herself attracted to her new-

est studentña brokenhearted Lonnie Hershberger. 

Love-shy Lonnie sees no future in becoming emo-

tionally tied to Jolene. For how could he hope to 

protect her, if he canõt even hear? 

Besides, Jake Beechy seems to be 

taking up most of her free time. 

Meanwhile, Ella Miller is worried 

Jake will end up breaking her cousin 

Joleneõs heart. Little does Ella know 

that Jake is interested in herñnot 

Jolene. What drastic measures will 

God use to bring these couples together? 

 

Take Three, Above the Line Series #3 

By: Karen Kingsbury  

 

"Chase Ryan and Keith Ellison set out 

to change the world with their films-

and they are finally seeing their 

dreams come true. The dedicated 

producers are deep in negotiations 

with America's top young movie star 

to play the lead in their next inspira-

tional production. But the actor is 

linked to a studio whose brass will take any measures 

to see that their mega-million-dollar star doesn't take 

the part. In the meantime, the friends tackle another 

project that puts them and their assistant, Kendall 

Adams, on location in Arizona; far from their homes 

and the people who matter most to them. Chase 

finds himself on one side of fame-and temptation-

with his wife and two daughters on the other. Back 

in Indiana, a crisis hits Keith's daughter, Andi, and 

Keith feels helpless to respond. Will the producers 

keep the passion they had at the start of their film-

making-and will there be enough passion left over 

for their families? Or has their quest to change 

American culture become nothing more than a quest 

for fame? " 

 

   "There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's "There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's "There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's    

                  loot on Treasure Island."   loot on Treasure Island."   loot on Treasure Island."               ~Walt Disney~~Walt Disney~~Walt Disney~   
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Cry Freedom, Wings of Freedom #1 

By: Marlo Schalesky  

 

A beautiful Indian woman and an 

English nobleman's son find love and 

freedom---then lose both---in this 

story of the American frontier. An 

enslaved Kwelik is determined to 

trust God, whatever the future holds. 

But embittered Jonathan Grant, be-

lieving she has betrayed him, leaves 

their homestead for the city. Will they find their way 

back to each other, and to true freedom?  

 

Freedom's Shadow, Wings of Freedom Series #2 

By: Marlo Schalesky  

 

Leaving his tribe behind, White Wolf finds himself 

in the midst of a war that echoes the indecision 

fighting within his own heart. Let go 

of the anger and fear that are his 

strength, or remain imprisioned by 

the painful memories? It is a pilgrim-

age that will take him far from home, 

but back to his heritage. As war 

blazes on American soil, frontiers-

man Jonathan Grant returns to Eng-

land to face his own past. There his new faith will 

be tested to the point of death--and he must decide 

whether to let his old ways and prejudices bind him 

again of to walk in the light that will release him. 

Driven by revenge, headstrong Annie Hill wants 

nothing more than to retaliate against the Indians 

for what they've taken from her. But how far will 

she go before realizing that vengence only tightens 

the shackles on her heart? They are three souls 

whose paths will cross as they each try to run from 

the past. 

 Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married 

  Ruth?  

  A. Ruthless. 

  

 Q. What do they call pastors in Germany? 

  A. German Shepherds. 

  

 Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible? 

  A. Noah - He was floating his stock while every 

  one else was in liquidation. 

  

 Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the  

   Bible? 

  A. Pharaoh's daughter - She went down to the   

  bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet. 

  

 Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible? 

  A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden 

  in a Fury. David's Triumph was heard through

  out the land. Also, probably a Honda, because 

  the apostles were all in one Accord. 

 

  Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible? 

  A. Samson - He brought the house down. 

 Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to 

  why he no longer lived in Eden ? 

  A. Your mother ate us out of house and home. 

  

  Q. Which servant of God was the most flagrant law

  breaker in the Bible? 

  A. Moses - He broke all 10 commandments at once. 

  

  Q. Which area of Palestine was especially wealthy? 

  A. The area around Jordan. The banks were always 

  overflowing. 

  

  Q. Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the 

  Bible? 

  A. David - He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep. 

  

 Q. Which Bible character had no parents? 

 A. Joshua, son of Nun. 

 

 Q. Why didn't they play cards on the Ark? 

  A. Because Noah was standing on the deck. 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search?author=Lynn%20Austin&detailed_search=1&action=Search
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search?author=Marlo%20Schalesky&detailed_search=1&action=Search
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search?author=Wanda%20E.%20Brunstetter&detailed_search=1&action=Search
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/search?author=Karen%20Kingsbury&detailed_search=1&action=Search

